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CAN Fund: Allowing Athletes to Pursue Their Dreams

The Many Ways Canadians are Getting Involved. 
1.  Become a CAN Fund Monthly Donor: Join hundreds of Canadians from coast to coast who are donating monthly to CAN Fund. 
“Many times when I have made a donation to a charitable organization I often wonder whether my contribution has really helped to make a difference, I am delighted to say that this is not the case with Canadian Athletes Now Fund. 

When I first became a monthly donor one of the athletes who was identified as receiving funds was a swimmer from Alberta named Annamay Pierse - yes the very same Annamay Pierse who last week set a World Record and won a Silver medal at the World Aquatic Championships in Rome. 

In her post race interview with Scott Russell of the CBC, Annamay made it a point to thank Jane Roos and the Canadian Athletes Now Fund for helping provide the support our amateur athletes need. While she did not thank me personally - I did feel some sense of gratitude knowing that my money had helped in Annamay's achievement of excellence. 

Thank you Canadian Athletes Now Fund and keep up the good work!” ~Ian Hand,               CAN Fund Monthly Donor. 
2. United Way: Individuals and companies donate to CAN Fund through the United Way.  The United Way Campaign section on our website provides the necessary information.  www.CanadianAthletesNow.ca 

3.  Adopt An Athlete Program: $10,000. Companies of all sizes enjoy this unique opportunity to adopt their very own Canadian athlete. When an athlete is adopted  

he/she will visit the company, send a post card and provide an update on their performance.  Companies often participate in this program on an annual or semi annual basis and enjoy the many benefits of supporting an athlete and their dream to be the best. Benefits include; building personal relationships with the athlete, connecting with the athlete through their story of excellence and inspiration, introducing the athlete to employees and clients, and featuring the athlete in corporate newsletters, memos and on company websites. Smaller companies can afford this program while larger companies will often adopt an athlete for each corporate office across Canada. 

Kenaidan Contracting has adopted a Canadian athlete every year since 1997 and has built lasting relationships with the athletes they have supported. This year their athlete was Jessica Gregg, 2010 Olympic Silver Medalist, Short Track Speed Skating.
“Our Canadian athletes are our leaders in sport. They bring pride and excellence to our country on a daily basis and they connect Canadians from coast to coast through their devote passion and commitment for what they do.” ~ Aidan Flatley, President & CEO Kenaidan Contracting LTD. 
4. National Athlete Speaking Roster:  Many of our athletes are amazing speakers and have an incredible story to share.  We have selected a diverse group of over 25 athletes that can be booked from our website. A percentage of the athlete speaking fees will be donated back to the CAN Fund in support of other athletes. The Fund will personally facilitate each athlete booking to fit the audience.  For more information please call 1-866-937-2008 or visit www.CanadianAthletesNow.ca
5. Charitable donation of Securities in Kind: CAN Fund has set up an account where people can donate shares and won’t be taxed on the capital gains.  This is another great option for many individuals to contribute.  
6. Foundations: Several foundations donate annually to the CAN Fund. 

7. Talent Supporting Talent: Talent Supporting Talent was launched last fall inviting leaders who have achieved success in their respective fields to support our athletes. Our first Talent Supporting Talent initiative was 25 famous Canadians creating their own paintings that were auctioned off.  The talent included, Ron MacLean, Jann Arden, Minister Peter MacKay, CFL Commissioner Mark Cohon, and Roberta Bondar.  This fall Talent Supporting Talent is returning.  Famous Canadians are being invited to donate unique items to be auctioned off in support of the CAN Fund.  Help us expand our network of Canadian talent to be involved in this great initiative.  
8. Create your own Fundraiser:  A unique tool that allows you the opportunity to set up a mini site for a personal fundraising event.  Features include: create your own event title, event description, pictures, fundraising goal, fundraising thermometer, donor names, and message board. 

Fundraisers have included: climbing Mount Kilimanjaro, biking across Italy, 3 year old Luis-Eduardo Grijalva’s running the Ottawa Kids Marathon raising $1,075, a poker Game, dinner party, garage sale, company matching program, etc.
9. Services Donated:  Companies have donated what they do best all; pro bono!  
- BBDO Canada created our new PSA campaigns
- Shaw created two nationally televised auctions
- Rogers Media donates advertising space in their magazines, including Hello     

   and Macleans 
- Bensimon Bryrne created two print ad campaigns 
- Future Shop donated Laptops for our athletes. 
10. Current CAN Fund Wish List:  

            -2 Promotional Vehicles

-Projector

-HD video camera and tripod

-High resolution camera

- Great silent auction items for our events!
- New computers for the office
- Apparel/gifts for our athletes

- Air Miles/Aeroplan points to purchase food cards and gas cards for our athletes.   
Many companies and individuals give to CAN Fund on a large scale by creating their own unique initiatives that support their corporate vision/mission. Most recently Eric Sprott and CAN Fund established the Sprott Gold Metal Celebration, donating $ 100,000 for every gold medal won at the Vancouver Games. 
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